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Gray’s Inn, Dec. 22, 1753. 


Et Spes &P Ratio ftudiorum in Cafare tantum. 


Juv. 


Utility ; and tho’ I believe, what I now 
offer to the Public, will not participate 
9 very much of the former, yet as I think 
7 it may be highly conducive to the latter, 
I fhall make no Apology to the Lovers 
On OGXRy of Mirth and Humour for the Serioufnefs 
and Gravity of what is now laid before them. It is a Scheme 
for the Improvement of the liberal Arts and Sciences, Manu- 
factures, &Fc. 

As this Age abounds with Projectors of all Sorts, it is pofii- 
ble, that at the firft Appearance of this Propofal, it may be con- 
fidered in the fame vifionary Light with the Reft of the various 
Enterprizes now on Foot; but I muft beg, that the Reader 
will not too haftily forma Prejudice againft an Undertaking, 
which may be of the higheft Advantage to this Kingdom. The 
Scheme is concerted by a public fpirited Gentleman of Northaiip- 
ton; has met withthe Approbation of fome of the moft eminent in 
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Literature of the prefent Age; is countenanced by feveral 
worthy Members of the Royal-Society, and many Noblemen 
of the firft Rank and Fafhion have generoufly promifed to 
be Subfcribers to a Scheme of this Nature. The Gentleman 
who is the firft Promoter of it, called upon me the other Morn- 
ing, and defired I would, in order to render it as public as 
poffible, give it a Place in the Gray’s-Inn-Journat. How- 
ever unworthy Ranger may be, as a Member of the literary 
Commonwealth, he is a warm Well-wifher to the Caufe of all 
the liberal Arts, and could not refufe complying with a Requeit, 
which feems to arife from a Defign to promote Real and ufe- 
ful Knowledge. I fhall not at prefent endeavour to enforce 
it by any Arguments in its Favour; but I fhall make it my 
BufinefS in my next Week’s Rambles, co collect the various 
Sentiments of the Public concerning this Undertaking, and 
perhaps I may at Maturity offer fome Thoughts on this Head. 
I fhall not therefore detain the Reader, any longer, from the 
Perufal of it, but fhall releafle him wirh obferving, that en 
lightened as the prefent Age is, and flourifhing in Arts and 
Sciences, the Protection and Encouragement of a few Mecenas’s 
will not fail to carry Matters to an higher Degree of Perfection, 
and Ornament. 


Proposars for raifing by a Subfcription a Fund to be diftributed in 
Premiums, for the promoting of Improvements in the LiBERAL 
Arts and Sciences, ManuractTures, &c. 


S Riches are acknowledged to be the Strength, Arts and 
Sciences may juftly be efteemed the Ornaments of Na- 

tions. Few Kingdoms have ever been formidable without the one, 
or illuftrious without the other, or very confiderable without both. 
Does it not then behove every Nation to cultivate and promote 
amongft the Members of her own Community, what are fo 
apparently and eminently conducive to her Intereft and Glory? 
Encouragement is much the fame to Arts and Sciences as 
Culture is to Vegetables: They always advance and flourith 
in Proportion to the Rewards they acquire, and the Ho- 
nours they obtain. —The Augufan Age amongft the Romans, and 
fome preceding Ages amoneft the Greeks, were remarkable 
for the Delicacy of their Tafte and the Noblenefs of their Pro- 
ductions ; they have recommended and endeared themfelves 
to all Pofterity by many valuable Monuments of Genius 
and Induftry. None, I prefume, will imagine, that the Men 
of thofe Times were endued with natural Abilities fuperior 
to the Reft of Mankind in former Ages, or in this our pre- 
tent Time, but their Abilities, originally equal, rofe to this 
Superiority, by falling into a more fertile Soil, and being 
exerted 
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exerted under more favourable Influences. Had the fame 
Advantages been enjoyed, even in the moft fupine and _ bar- 
barous Periods, there is no Doubt but Genius would have fhined 
and Induftry toiled, and very probably with equal Succefs. 
Prorir and Honour are too fharp Spurs, which quicken 
Invention, and animate Application ; it is therefore propofed, 
that a Scheme be fet on foot for giving both thefe Encou- 
ragements to the liberal Sciences, to the polite Arts, and to 
every uleful*IVianufactory. That with this View a Fund be 
ra ifed by Subfcription for the Diftribution of fome fuitable 
Premium, or honorary Gratification, for any and every Work 
of diftinguifhed Ingenuity. That whoever fhall make the 
moft confiderable Progrefs in any Branch of beneficial Know- 
ledge, or exhibit the moft compleat Performénce in any Species 
of mechanick Skill, whoever fhall contrive, improve, execute, 
or caule to be executed any Scheme or Project, calculated for 
the Honour, the Embellifhment, the Intereft, the Comfort, 
(or in Time of Danger, for Defence of this Nation) may re- 
ccive a Reward fuitable to the Merit of his Services. Such 
an Undertaking, it is thought, may eafily be eftablifhed, and 
as eafily fupported, by a Body of generous and public-fpi- 
rited Perfons, and it is hoped may prove and effectual Means 
tou embolden Enterprize, to enlarge Science, to refine Art, to 
improve cur Manufactures, and extend our Commerce; in a 
Word, to render Great-Britain the School of Inftruétion, as it 
is already the Centre of Traffic to the greateft part of the known 


World. 
Northampton, June 8, 1753. 


qn 


A Scueme for putting above the Propofals in Execution, modelled 
partly from the Plan ufed by the Dublin-Society, 


HEN there is a fufficient Number of Subfcribers to 

put the Scheme in Execution, it is propofed that they 
form themfelves intoa Body, by the Name of a Society, for 
the Encouragement of Arts, Sciences, and Manufactures in 
Great-Britain, or by fuch other Title as the Subfcribers fhall 
apree upon. 

Lapizsas well as Gentlemen are invited into this Subfcription, 
as there is no Reafon toimagine they will be behind Hand ina 
generous and fincere Regard for the Good of their Country. 

Ir is alfo propofed, that the Subicribers fhail chufe amongft 
themifelves a Prefident, one or two Vice-Prefiucnts, a Treasurer, 
and a Seeretary. 

Aux the Articles relating to the Scheme may be fettled by 
Balloting, and each Subfcriber fhall be entitled to as many Votes 
as are in Proportion to his Subfcription. Tue 
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Tue Premiums may be Honorary and Pecuniary, and ad- 
judged in the following Manner. Some Time before the Day 
fixed for that Purpofe, the Specimens may be fent by the Can- 
didates without any Name to the Secretary, who may give 
Receipts for them, and mark each particular Receipt and Spe- 
cimen with the fame Number. 

Ar the Time agreed upon for adjudging the Premiums, 
a Committee being chofen, and fome of the ableft Judges of 
each particular Art, Science or Manufacture called into their 
Affiftance, the Performances of the feveral Candidates may 
be examined, and their fuperior Merits determined ; then the 
Perfons who produce the Receipts, whofe Numbers correfpond 
with. thofe of the beft Specimens, may aiterwards claim the 
Prizes. If a profound Secrecy is previoufiy enjoyned to the 
Competitors, in all Cafes that will admit of it, under the Penaity 
of being for ever excluded the Benefit of the Premiums, it is 
thought there can be no Room for Prejudice, or Partiality. 

In particular Cafes, as for very curious and valuable In- 
ventions or Improvements, ce. Gold-Medals may be given 
(which may ferve both for Premiums and alfo for Hencrary 
Gratifications) of fuch Value and with fuch Devices as fhall 
be thought proper by the Subfcribers ; but for common In- 
ventions or*Improvements, pecuniary Premiums are judged 
fufficient, 

THERE may be given with the Medals, Certificates figned 
by the Prefident, Vice-Prefident, Treafurer, and fome of the 
principal Subfcribers, fignifying what Honours the Acquirers 
have been intitled to, and what Rewards they have obtained ; 
therefore if a Medal be got by a Perfon, whofe Circumftances 
may oblige him to part with it, yet {till a Certifieate will per- 
petuate the Honour he has received. 

Certiricates may likewife be given with the pecuniary 
Premiums, which will be of equal Ufe. 

Ir confiderable Premiums were given to the Inventors, and 
ftill greater to the Improvers, if thought worthy, and the 
greateft of all to thofe who fhall moft amply execute, or caufe 
to be executed, the faid Inventions or Improvements, it may 
be prefumed this would be attended with beneficial Confe- 
quences. 

SHouLp the Subfcriptions not be fufficient at firft for fo many 
Premiums as might be wifh’d; a Beginning may be made with 
giving Rewards for the following Articles, or fome others that 
may be judged of the moft Importance to the Nation, viz. 

For Improvements in the prefent Plans of Education, in 
naval Affairs, in Hufbandry and particularly for the introducing 
of fuch Manufactures as may employ great Numbers of the 


poor 
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Poor, which feems the only Way of leffening the Swarms of 
Thieves and Beggars throughout the Kingdom, and relieving 
Parifhes from the Burden they labour under, in maintaining 
their numerous Poor, as well as rendering Multitudes of the 
unemployed lower Clafs of People ufeful to the Community, 
and happy in themfelves. 

Premiums may alfo be given for the Revival and Advance- 
ment of thofe Arts and Sciences which are at a low Ebb, a- 
mongft us; as Poetry, Painting, Tapeftry, Architecture, Gc. 
As above all other People, the Engliéh are endued with Talents 
peculiar for Improvements in Arts and Manufactures, fo by 
their moft extenfive Commerce, they will of Courfe reap greater 
Advantages from fuch Improvements, when made, than any 


other Nation whatever. 
London, December 22, 1753. 


TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

Bedford Coffee-Houfe, Dec. 19. 

HE Critics in a Committee of the whole Houfe, have taken into 
Confideration, the prefent State of the Theatres, and the Situation 

of the Drama. Variety, they have agreed, is the Life and Soul of thofe 
Diverfions, as well as all other Pleafures of Life, and they have laid it down 
as a fixed Rule, that no Theatre will ever flourifh without gratifying the 
{trongeft Paffion in our Natures, the Love of Novelty, and that no Aétor 
or Aéctrefs can ever be greatly conducive to the Entertainment of the 
Public, without endeavouring to aflume different Shapes, two or three 
Times in the Week. With Regard to Writing, they intend fhortly 
to publifh a Treatife on dramatic Poetry, in which will be fully explained 
the modern Notions of Tragedy and Comedy, their Ideas of Fable, Jn- 
cident, Character and Diétion ; and after Publication of the faid Work, 
zhey are determined to proceed with the utmoft Severity, againft all Poets 
who fhall be cuilty of any Infringement of the Rules, which they fhali 


think proper to eftablifh. 
Sam’s Coffee-bsufe, Change Alley, 


On Sunday lat the Caravan overflowed at fix o’Clock ; occafioned 
by the Appearance of a new Driver, being the firt Time of his Dri- 
vine any Stage or Caravan whatever. He performed wonderiully for 
a Beginner, had feveral new and furprizing Strokes, ftood in feveral ama- 
zing Poftures on the Box, and pronounced Ge ex with avery proper Em. 
whafis. And here | have one Favour to afk of our common News-Papers, 
and that is, to mention this Performer with more Delicacy, than others 
generally have been. As he is a Gentleman, not compelled by Neceffity 
to this Undertaking, but urged to it by Inclination and for his own j)j- 
verfion, it is hoped they will be tender how they mention him, left, not 
heing callous to Cenfure, he may be difcouraged from peifevering in 
this Tafk. 

Slaughter’s Coffee-Foufe, Dec. 18, 175 3 

The repeated Advices from France, of the noble Struggle made by the 
Parliament againft the Arbitrary Meafures of the Clergy, occafion inex- 
preffible Joy in this little Afylum of the Refugees. Yeflterday indeed 
an unlucky Difpute arofe between Monfieur D’Gnion, and Monfieur 
D’ Echalotte, which had like to have been attended with bad Confequence:. 


‘The 
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The Occafion of it was as follows —Monfieur D’Onion, after perufing 
the Paris a la main for about five and thirty Minutes, broke out into an 
Exclamation — ‘ Parblieu! fays he, de ting go ver vel in France, de 
Parliment make noble Effort, et ma fois, it is not impofleeble, dat de Hu- 
guinots may be reftore — Ventrebleu! if I zee dat Day, I die vid Plea- 
zure, for I have facrifize my Eftate of tree honder’d Livre de Rente for 
my Religion — Ventrebleu! it is true.”"—-Monfieur D’Echalotte, looking 
upon this Boaft to be a RefleCtion upon the other Gentlemen of the Re- 
ligion, took him up fhort.—‘* Monfieur D’Onion, replied he, fat Right 
you have to make de Man of Confequence, more dan oder Peeple—dere 
are dofe, dat have de Zele as eclatante as Monfieur D’Onion — my Fader 
gave up his Eftate of five hondred Livres a Year, avec Droit de Chafle 
too, becaufe he vood not be Papifte, and myfelf, Monfieur D’Oxion, I 
myfelf, if I had a toufand Livres de Rente, I vood abondone it, rader 
dan fubmit to the Whore of Babylon, Corblieu! damn it! ”»—This Mat- 
ter growing very ferious, Monfieur Charenton, who is of a very friendly 
Difpofition, thought proper to interpofe—** Meffieurs, fays he, pourquoi 
querellez vous! why you quarrel? You have bote fuffer ver much in de 
Perfecution, and I too, aldo I never talk of it, lofe my Charge of two honderd 
Livres a Year, but I do not make merit of dat —no, no, cela ne me’chappe 
jamais — for all dat every Body know it —Derefore, Mefficurs as vee 
are perfecute all for the zame Caufe, let us be good Vriends, je vous en 
prie.”—This pathetic Speech had fo good an Effect upon the two Gentle- 
men above-mention’d that. they immediately embraced each other, and 
fpent the Remainder of the Evening, in a very affectionate Manner, at 


a Game of Chefs. 
Covent-Garden, Dec. 19. 


On Monday \aft a Comic Opera was performed at this Theatre to 
a very fplendid Audience. A great Deal of whatever Humour, this 
Produ€tion may contain, is certainly loft to an Englifh Audience ; and the 
Manner of Aédting, being a Burlefque upon, what the People here are 
not very well acquainted with, is not univerfally felt; But notwithftand- 
ing thefe Difadvantages, there is one among them, Signora Nicolina Gior- 
dani, who difplayed fuch lively Traces of Humour in her Countenance, 
fuch a pleafing Vivacity of Action, and fuch Variety of graceful Deport- 
ment, that fhe is generally acknowledged to be, in that Caft of Playing, 
an excellent Comic A€tre(s. We are informed that the Tragedies 
of Romeo and ‘Fuliet, and Venice Preferved, not having been ated here 
this Seafon, will fhortly be revived, By the particular Defire of feveral 
Perfons of Quality, who long greatly to fee the faid Tragedies. 

Drury-Lane, Dee. 21. 

Laft Night a polite Audience aflembled here to fee a veteran Officer 
difcharge himfelf from the Service, and take Leave of the Public. Mr. 
Macklin performed with fuch true Humour on this Occafion, in the Cha- 
ra&ter of Sir Gilbert Wrangle, that he is allowed by every one prefent, to 
have finifhed with a convincing Proof, that he is well acquainted with the 
fecret Workings of Nature, inthe human Breaft. This Lofs will be the 
lefs lamented, as he has bequeathed to the Public Care, his Daughter Mifs 
Macklin, who, as we have already obferved, has fuch a pleafing Elegance of 
Figure, fuch Senfibility in her Countenance and fo many genteel Ac- 
complifhments, as cannot fail to render her a very fhining Actrefs ; and it 
is, not doubted, but in genteel Comedy (a Walk which wants to be filled) 
{he will always make a very graceful Appearance. 
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